
 

 

 
 

 
(626) 289-3364 
www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
   principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

See our VIDEOS on the School’s Facebook page               
or on the Church’s website >Our School > Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• BapƟsms: Register online 
• Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
• AnoinƟng of the Sick: Call the office 
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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm; 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Fr. Raymond Bueno, OCD (X 1+222),  

Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 
Deacons: Deacon Joseph Mizerski | Deacon Gilbert Vargas | 

Deacon Otto Lacayo: All at X 1+333; 
Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   

Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 
 Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 

denisekay@hotmail.com 
Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 / cailannocds@gmail.com 

Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235 
Music Director: Andrew Coyne | Andrew.Coyne1@gmail.com 

Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras X 1+112 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Monday, Tuesday, and Friday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 

 

Note: The daily 8:00 a.m., Monday 7:15 p.m., and  
Sunday 11:00 a.m., Masses are all  

LIVE STREAMED on Facebook AND YouTube. 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

Est. 1924 

 

December 3, 2023 

+ 
Jesus said to His disciples: 

 
 

“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when  

the time will come. 
 
 

Watch, therefore;  
you do not know when  

the lord of the  
house is coming, 

whether in the evening,  
or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
 
 

May he not come suddenly  
and find you sleeping. 

 
 

What I say to you, I say to all:  
‘Watch!’” (Mark 13:33-37) 
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Dear Parishioners of St. Therese:  
 

 As we enter into the season of Advent, we will hear a lot about 
the coming of Christ—certainly the coming of Christ at Christmas, but 

also, earlier in Advent, about His Second Coming at the end of Ɵme. But 
there is another coming of Christ that we can access every day: Holy Mass. 

Christ comes to us in the Eucharist to give Himself completely to us. In 
fact, we might say that all His comings are present in the Mass: His 

birth, His death and resurrecƟon, His many comings, and His final coming. So, we might say that the 
Mass is Advent in Sacrament. Advent helps us to increase our longing for Jesus and to be with Him in 
Heaven. And when we long for Him in the Eucharist, we’re ulƟmately longing for that final 
Communion with Him for all eternity.  
 

     If the Mass is Advent in Sacrament, Our Lady is Advent Incarnate, in the flesh. She is the person 
who personifies the waiƟng and expectaƟon of Advent. And she waits with us in expectaƟon for her 
Son to be born in our hearts and souls once again. Isaiah, the prophet of Our Lady, reminds us that "in 
quiet and in waiƟng does your strength lie" (Is. 30:15). So we must, like Our Lady, root ourselves in 
quiet prayer as we wait. 
 

     The rich season of Advent seems to get neglected in the Church today for two main reasons. First, 
there is the ever-pervasive secular culture that emphasizes the materialisƟc preparaƟon for Christmas 
and seems to distract from a genuine spirit of quiet waiƟng for the Messiah. Secondly, Advent seems 
to be less understood than Lent and does not have the popular tradiƟons of 
Lent. So, in order to truly enter into the spirit of Advent, maybe we need to 
slow down, simplify, and really dedicate ourselves to a prayerful waiƟng for 
Christ to come into our lives in a new way. 
 

     Advent is a season that has a disƟncƟve spirit of joy infused into it. We, 
like Our Lady when she was expecƟng, await in joyful anƟcipaƟon for the 
coming of Our Savior to us in a new way. But we can’t experience the real joy 
that the Lord is waiƟng to pour into our hearts if we are caught up in the 
distracƟons and diversions common during this Ɵme of the year. We have to 
be intenƟonal about detachment and simplifying our lives. This is why the 
Church marks Advent as a penitenƟal season. We must let go of some things 
to be filled with even greater things or the greatest thing of all, God! So let us 
be generous in giving ourselves to this beauƟful season in company with Our 
Lady. If we entrust ourselves to her, she will always lead us into a New 
Advent of Christ in our lives and the lives of our loved ones! 

                       Fr. Peter Mary, O.C.D. 

 
Except for FIRST FRIDAY and any HOLY DAYS THAT FALL ON FRIDAYS, we will no longer have the 7:15 p.m. 
Mass on Friday evenings, beginning after the Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on Friday, 

December 8.  So, that means, no Mass on December 15 and the following Fridays.  Again, this does not include 

First Fridays.  We will still have an evening Mass at 7:15 p.m. on all the First Fridays of each month.   



 

 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars for the unfurling of our St. Therese Centennial banners 
(in front of the church) aŌer the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, December 16. 

This will be followed by our “Cocktails in December” Social in the Parish 
Hall. There you will able to enjoy cocktails, wine, and cheese while 
meeƟng your fellow parishioners. This is the beginning of our 2024 year-

long “100 Years of Walking with St. Therese.” If you plan to 
aƩend (there is NO COST!), please add your name to the 

RSVP list now located on the table in the front vesƟbule 
of the church. Thank you in advance for parƟcipaƟng!  
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You are invited to an 
Advent Choral 

Vespers Service in the 
church at 4:00 p.m. 

TODAY, December 3, 
the FIRST SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT.   
 

Vespers will be sung 
by the Schola of Saint 

Therese Carmelite 
School and the Credo 

Catholic Choir 
(directed by Charlotte 

Lansberg).   

 
 
 

The Consecration will take place on the SOLEMNITY 
of the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, Friday, 
December 8, at the 7:15 p.m. Holy Mass. This is for 
all those who have been attending the current 
program at St. Therese or who have been doing 
the preparation on their own using Fr. Calloway’s 
book.  It is also for those who have 
already made a consecration to St. 
Joseph and who would like to renew it. 
If you were not in the current program 
but would like to take part, call Maria 
Alejandra at (626) 993-4236. 

 
 
 
 
Do you or someone you know need marriage 
help? Retrouvaille (Retro-vai) has helped 
thousands of couples restore hope, trust, and 
love in their relationships. Next available 
weekend is THIS COMING WEEKEND, December 
8-10, 2023. Call (909) 900-5465 to reserve 
your spaces and for more information. 

 
 
 

 
 

This Friday, December 8, is 
the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin,  a holy day of 
obligation to attend Mass.   
 

Mass times are: Vigil Mass on 
Thursday, December 7, at 
*6:00 p.m. (*NOT at 7:15 
pm), followed by a Holy Hour  

and Benediction; and Masses on the Feast 
day, Friday, December 8, at 6:00 & 8:00 
a.m., and 7:15 p.m. The Immaculate 
Conception was the moment that our 
Blessed Mother was conceived in the womb 
of her mother, free from the stain of original 
sin on her soul—the effects of the sin of 
Adam, with which all other people are born. 



 

 

FORMER PASTOR  
OF ST THERESE 

(1996-1999) 
Until elected as 

Carmelite Provincial 
In 1999 
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            May  21 / 22, 2022 

 

Unrestricted....…. $16,022.00 
Restricted ….........$     476.00     

T O  T A L…….....$16,498.00 

 
 

 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 

donaƟon envelope in 
order to more easily 
credit your account. 

 
 

  October 21 / 22 ……$17,181.00 
  October 28 / 29 ……$11,725.00 
  November 4 / 5 ……$17,352.00 
  November 11 / 12 …$18,468.00 
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"Each Ɵme you approach the Blessed Sacrament, remember that Jesus has been waiƟng for you for twenty centuries for  
this personal visit from you.." – St. Josemaria Escriva (January 9, 1902, to June 26, 1975), Priest and Saint of Ordinary Life 

St. Josemaria Escriva: Despite the tribulaƟons St. Josemaría encountered during his life, he always 
maintained this spirit of graƟtude. Three of his siblings died when he was a young boy, and his father died 
when he was 22. As a priest, he was in conƟnual danger during the Spanish Civil War, and for many years he 
suffered from diabetes. As the founder of Opus Dei—a personal prelature which promotes and fosters lay 
sancƟty—he faced fierce opposiƟon from skepƟcs outside the Church and from the clerical-minded within 
it. Yet he persevered in thanksgiving through all obstacles. He encouraged souls to be especially thankful for 
the Holy Eucharist: “Do not leave the church immediately aŌer receiving the Sacrament. Surely you have 
nothing so important on that you cannot give Our Lord ten minutes to say thanks. Love is repaid with love.” 

           

 Be a CommiƩed Adorer: Make a commitment to spend an hour or more every week with Our Lord in our AdoraƟon 
Chapel! Go to hƩps://adoraƟonpro.org/thereseca to sign up. 
         

 Keys to the Chapel | Security: If you use the chapel aŌer dark, please make sure you engage the lock so that the door 
cannot be opened without a key. Please do not let anyone whom you do not know follow you into the chapel.  

 
 

 

 

 
This bulletin was printed before 
the weekend of November 26, 
2023.  Those totals will be in next 
week’s December 10th issue. 

 
 
All parishioners  

are invited to the 
next Parish 

Potluck at 3:00 
p.m., THIS 

Sunday, 
December 3rd.  

 It will be held in 
 the Guadalupe  

Courtyard in the Parish Office 
building (510 North El Molino Street; may also 
enter from  the parking lot side of the building).   
 
 

The Theme for this potluck will be   
CHURROS & COCOA.   

 

Get ready to play “Catholic Trivia”! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AVILA YOUNG ADULT GROUP (Ages 21—39, singles/couples): For more info, go to Avila Outreach on Facebook OR 
contact the Coordinator, Blake Taylor, at AvilaYoungAdults@gmail.com. 
DETENTION MINISTRY: A program for those 21 and older to visit youth in the Juvenile DetenƟon Center in detenƟon 
in L.A. To sign up or for more info, contact Tom Bleich at tombleich@mac.com 
EnCOURAGE: Standing fully by the teachings of the Church, this group of faithful Catholic parents support one another 
and their loved ones with same sex aƩracƟon, through discussion, prayer, fellowship and sacrifice. Meets monthly in 
the LA Archdiocese with a chaplain in a safe confidenƟal seƫng. For more info, contact your local chapter (EnCourage 
for parents: EnCourage.LosAngeles@gmail.com; OR Courage LA for persons struggling with same sex aƩracƟon: 
CourageCA.LosAngeles@gmail.com.). 
FIRST SATURDAYS DEVOTION: This group was formed, in response to Our Lady’s requests at FaƟma, to honor and 
make reparaƟon to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Join us aŌer the 8:00 a.m. Mass every first Saturday of each 
month to pray the Rosary and meditate for 15 minutes. For any quesƟons, please leave your contact informaƟon for 
Maria Alejandra at the parish offices. 
FLAME OF LOVE: Learn about the Blessed Mother’s messages of grace to seer Elizabeth Kindelmann. Two cenacle 
sessions are available in the Avila Room every Monday—one from Noon to 2:00 p.m., the other one from 5:00 to 
6:45 p.m. The Flame of Love books are available for sale in the parish offices. If you have any quesƟons, please contact 
Maru LazaƟn at (626) 675-3080. 
GPS (GPS-Guadalupe Pregnancy Services):  Assists mothers from “Pregnancy to Preschool" Phone/Text:                 
(626) 238-5476. 
HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY: Teams of Lay people trained in Healing Ministry pray for your healing. Held aŌer the 
Monday evening Mass in the church. They also offer private in-person sessions, phone sessions, and are available for 
outside events. For more info, send an email to: HpmStc1@gmail.com. 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: A fraternal order of Catholic men (18 or over) looking to strengthen their faith through 
serving the Church and community. Call the Alhambra Grand Knight at (888) 869-3124. 
ROSARY MAKERS: This group makes rosaries to be sent to Catholics in third-world countries. Sessions are held on 
Mondays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Avila Room of the Parish Offices. All are welcome to join! 
SPANISH PRAYER GROUP: A Spanish prayer group within the community of St. Therese that unites in prayer for the 
purpose of serving God and the priests and families of St. Therese. The group also trains intercessors commiƩed to 
serving St. Therese Church. Meets at 6 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. For more info, call Adriana Valle at (323) 448-5316. 
ST. JOSEPH PRAYER GROUP: Meets in the church every Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. to pray for peace and jusƟce issues 
in our community and around the world. For more info, call Lucy at (626) 281-3706. 
WOMEN’S RETREAT:  Annual weekend retreat for women held during Lent at El Carmelo Carmelite Retreat House in 
Redlands, California. Contact the Captain, Louisa Day, at (323) 360-5186. 
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   Fr. Peter Prusakiewicz, 
CSMA, will give an Advent 
Mission in the church on 
Monday and Tuesday, 
December 18 & 19. 
   Both evenings will begin with 
Mass at 6:30 p.m. (the talk will 
be during the Mass), followed 
by a EucharisƟc Healing 
Service (all in English only).  
   More details available next 
week! 

 
 
 

If you work or volunteer in St. Therese 
Parish or School, you need to be 
fingerprinted in order to comply with 
the ProtecƟng the Children program. 
Members of the FingerprinƟng Department of 
the Archdiocese will be here at St. Therese (Avila 
Room in the Parish Offices) on Tuesday, 
December 12, from Noon unƟl 6:40 p.m.   
 
 

You MUST call for an appointment at (626) 282-
2744, ext. 1 + 223.  Allow approximately twenty 
minutes for your appointment. 

 
 
 

     Fr. Robert Barcelos invites 
children, youth and adults to 
the next Cor Jesu Youth event.  
It will be on Friday, December 
15, beginning with a Potluck 
(pizza for the children and 
youth) at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by Catechesis and EucharisƟc  
AdoraƟon.  More details next 
week!   
     For more info, email Fr. 
Robert: fremercy@gmail.com. 



 

 

December 2—December 9, 2023 
Saturday Evening:  

5:00 p.m.: McAllister Family, INT 
Sunday:  

*7:30 a.m.: (Carm): All Humanity 
7:30 a.m.: Parishioners 

9:00 a.m.: Mauro Robles, RIP 
11:00 a.m.: Arenas Ortega Family, INT 

 1:00 p.m.: Celso Aquino, INT 
5:00 p.m.: Mrs. Tingfang Wang, INT 

Monday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Helda Yu, INT 

*7:30 a.m.: Deceased RelaƟves, Religious, and 
Benefactors of the Carmelite Order, RIP 

8:00 a.m.: Genaro A. Hernandez, RIP (Bday Anniv) 
7:15 p.m.: Carmina Doria, INT 

Tuesday: 
   6:00 a.m.: Therese Quynh Anh & Family, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: D’cd Relat, Relig, Benef of Carm Order 

8:00 a.m.: Rhony Laigo, INT 
7:15 pm: (Spanish): Nicholas Cardoza, B-Day INT 

Wednesday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Silverio Reyes, RIP 

*7:30 am: Louisa Jamila Sunga, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Kenneth Dickens & Family, RIP 

NO EVENING MASS—Confessions 7-9 p.m. 
Thursday: 

 6:00 a.m.: Marty & Merle Smith, INT 
*7:30 am: D’cd Relat, Relig, Benef of Carm Order 

8:00 a.m.: Adelaida C. Hernandez, B-Day INT 
+6:00 p.m. (Vigil): MarƟn & Merle Smith, INT 

+(Followed by a Holy Hour) 
Friday: 

 6:00 a.m.: Archbishop Jose Gomez, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: The American NaƟon 
8:00 a.m.: All Souls in Purgatory 

7:15 pm: Flame of Love Apostolate & Carm Order, INT 
Saturday Morning: 

 *7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Nuns’ Community INT 
8:00 a.m.: Vannessa Solbalvarro, INT 

 
 
 
 

*At the Cloistered Carmelite Chapel. The Carmel’s Chapel is  
open to the public every day except Sundays and holidays.  

 

By Father John Muir 
Lately I’ve been listening to a science-
based podcast on healthy daily living. The 
host frequently discusses the wide range of 
health benefits of sleep. So, each night I’m 
trying to get more, and better, slumber, 
and it’s helping me feel energized. So, why 
in the world should we follow Christ’s 
advice this week? “Watch, therefore, for you 
do not know when the master of the house 
will come … lest he find you asleep.” Isn’t 
sleep, especially at midnight and cockcrow, 
a good thing? 
 
Of course, it is. But the wakefulness the 
Lord calls us to is a deep, personal 
orientation to Him. A nightly vigil is 
therefore a metaphor for this, but it’s not 
just that. We should give up real sleep in 
order to pray, too. This difficult practice is a 
time-tested way to foster wakefulness of 
heart. When we give up sleep to pray, it 
focuses us. We learn that life is not an 
endless series of days.  
 
You and I belong to the Lord—awake or 
asleep, in life and in death. Sooner or later, 
even our need for our physical sleep will 
pass away. And our attentiveness to God—
that is, whether we are awaiting Him to 
meet us—will be all that matters. 
 
May I challenge us this week and this 
Advent to intentionally give up at least one 
hour of sleep each week for prayer? Stay 
up later, wake up in the middle of the 
night, or an hour earlier, and pray. Will we 
be a bit more tired the next day? Yes. But 
we’ll be amazed at the spiritual wakefulness 
that results, too. 
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 LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
The 8:00 a.m. Daily Mass (Monday—
Saturday), the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, 
and the 7:15 p.m. Monday evening Mass 
are live streamed on Facebook AND 
YouTube.  Links to those two sites are on 
our website’s home page (in the top leŌ 
column). 
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