
 

 

 
 

 
(626) 289-3364 
www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
Principal: Alma Cornejo X 1 + 661    
   principal@sainƩheresecarmeliteschool.com 

 See our VIDEOS on the School’s Facebook page                  
 or on the Church’s website >Our School > Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• BapƟsms: Register online 
• Weddings: Register online at least six  
          months in advance  
• AnoinƟng of the Sick: Call the office 
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Monday–Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm; 2:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Pastor: Fr. Peter Mary Vecellio, OCD:  X 1+224  

Associate Pastors: Fr. Robert Elias Barcelos, OCD X 1+225 
                      Fr. David Guzman, OCD X 1+232 

In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD, Fr. Stephen Watson, 
OCD (X 1+226),   Bro. Jason Parrott, OCD 

Deacons: Deacon Joseph Mizerski | Deacon Gilbert Vargas | 
Deacon Otto Lacayo: All at X 1+333; 

Annulments: Deacon Gilbert Vargas X 1+333   
Carmelite Vocations: www.discalcedcarmelitefriars.com 

 

 Parish Secretary: Denise McMaster-Holguin X 1+223 
denisekay@hotmail.com 

Finance: Noralyn Cailan X 1+228 / cailannocds@gmail.com 
Religious Ed: Florence Goh X 1+ 235 

Music Director: Andrew Coyne | Andrew.Coyne1@gmail.com 
Respect Life Ministry: Catherine Contreras X 1+112 

April 14, 2024 

Est. 1924 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Masses: Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. & Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.  
And Traditional Latin High Mass at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

Monday-Friday Masses: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. 
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 
 

Monday and Tuesday evenings: *7:15 p.m. Mass  
(*Monday evening Mass followed by Healing Service; 

Tuesday’s 7:15 p.m. is in Spanish).  
 

Thursday evenings: 7:00 pm Exposition & Adoration 
First Fridays: 6:00 & 8:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. 

          Carmelite Nuns’ Chapel: 7:30 a.m., Mon.-Sat. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS: Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;  
Saturdays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and  

Sundays from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

While they were still speaking about this, He stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” But they were startled and terrified and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have” (Lk 24:36-39). 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners of St. Therese, 
 

     This week is a very special week in the Easter season. Beginning this Monday, all of this week’s 
Gospels will be from the Bread of Life discourse in Chapter 6 of John’s Gospel. These readings will then 
culminate with the First Communion of our Parish and School children on Sunday, April 21st (at both the 
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Masses). Here is our moment to bring about a Eucharistic Revival within our hearts 
and minds as individual believers, as families, and as a Parish! I would ask all of you to pray and 
intercede for our First Communicants, that they may be enkindled with a fire of love for Our Lord 
present in the Holy Eucharist.  
     Below are two patron saints of First Communicants whom we can invoke to intercede for our 
beloved children. Thank you for your support!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        —Fr. Peter Mary, O.C.D. 
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     St. Tarsicius of Rome, a martyr of the Blessed Sacrament from third-
century Rome, became the first Patron Saint of First Communicants. After 
Mass, he took consecrated Hosts to imprisoned Christians awaiting 
martyrdom. As a boy, he would be less suspect making the visit than if 
he were a man. As he traveled to the prison along the Roman road, 
known as the Appian Way, he ran into a group of pagan boys and men 
who began to harass him. While they did not know, specifically, that he 
belonged to the hidden group of Christians, they demanded he show 
them what he had in his hands, which were hiding in his clothes. 
Tarsicius refused, knowing they would likely take and desecrate the 
Blessed Sacrament if they got it from him.  
     His continued refusal angered the crowd, who began to assault him. 
As the angry mob beat him, Tarcisius fell to the stones of the Appian 

Way, shielding the Host beneath his body. The mob continued their attack even after he fell, 
eventually killing him. When they rolled his body over to discover what he had been hiding, they 
found nothing. The Host had vanished. 

 Blessed Imelda Lambertini had an all consuming desire for unity with Jesus in Holy Communion. 
Born to a noble family in Bologna, Italy, in 1322, from as young as five years of age, she 
expressed a deep desire to receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by making her First 
Communion. At that time, the age to receive was set around 14, so Imelda found her greatest 
desire denied her. This disappointment did not diminish her desire to live in God’s grace and she 
persisted in seeking permission to receive Holy Communion. 
     At age nine she went to live with the Dominican nuns at Val di Pietra, a 
neighboring monastery. She fervently hoped the chaplain for the convent 
would allow her to receive Holy Communion, since she was living as a nun, 
but he held firm that she must wait. 
     At the age of eleven, she was seen by one of the sisters, kneeling as 
she had been when they left, with a glowing light suspended above her. 
Inside that light was the Sacred Host. The other sisters were called, as was 
the chaplain. Seeing the scene, he knew that his decision was overruled 
and that Jesus was making His desire known. The chaplain gave Imelda her 
first Holy Communion. Kneeling in prayer and ecstasy, the child closed her 
eyes and joined her Lord as her soul departed from her body. She went 
from First Communion to Eternal Communion. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindly RSVP by THIS MONDAY, April 15, 
to Kathy Cardoza at (626) 570-9012. 
Send your check for $75 per person 
(payable to Cloistered Carmelite Nuns’ 
Auxiliary) to Kathy at 710 Lindaraxa 
Park South, Alhambra 91801. 

 
 
 
    The Lay Missionaries of Charity (LMC) would 
like to invite all parishioners to join them at their 
40th Anniversary Thanksgiving Mass this Tuesday, 
April 16, at 6:00 p.m., here at St. Therese Church. 
    The LMC movement was founded by Fr. 
Sebastian Vazhakala, M.C., in Rome on April 16, 
1984, in the presence of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  
    The LMC movement is also affiliated with the 
Missionaries of Charity Brothers Contemplative 
as well as with the Missionaries of Charity Sisters 
Contemplative.  Some of you may remember that 
the MC sisters lived on Granada in Alhambra and 
ministered in our parish boundaries for over 
thirty years before they moved to Santa Ana two 
years ago. 
    Please join us in helping to express our 
gratitude to God for the gift and the 
miracle of the LMC Movement. The LMC’s 
local chaplain,  Fr. John Hopkins, L.C., will 
be the celebrant.   

    
            May  21 / 22, 2022 

 

Unrestricted....…. $16,022.00 
Restricted ….........$     476.00     

T O  T A L…….....$16,498.00 

 
 

               

        November  / 5,  2023 
      

Unrestricted..........….. $17,242.00 
Restricted …...............    $     110.00 
 T O  T A L………..…..  $17,352.00 
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March 9 / 10 ………..   $21,504.00 
March 16 / 17 ………   $12,718.00 
March 23 / 24 ……….  $23,075.00 
March 30 / 31 ……….  $25,692.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHECK USERS:  
P l e a s e   use a 

donation envelope in 
order to more easily 
credit your account. 
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                  April 6 / 7, 2024 
      

Unrestricted..........….. $31,039.00 
Restricted …...............   $     360.00 
 T O  T A L………..…..  $31,399.00 

 

 

 
 
 
 

You are invited to come to the church for a weekly Holy Hour of Reparation to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus EVERY FRIDAY from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the 

church. The next one will be Friday, April 19th.   

 "Behold this Heart which has so loved men that it has spared nothing, even to 
exhausting and consuming Itself, in order to testify Its love; and in return, I 
receive from the greater part only ingratitude, by their irreverence and 
sacrilege, and by the coldness and contempt they have for Me in this 
Sacrament of Love...” 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    The above words from the Book of Blessings—regarding 
the annual blessing of families in their own homes—were on 
my mind as I made a visit to the Omar and Adriana Guijarro 
Valle Family in Boyle Heights during the octave of Easter. 
Boyle Heights, of course, is not within St. Therese Parish 
boundaries, and—as a former pastor myself—I didn’t want 
to be accused of “poaching.” However, I went there for 
supper and used the occasion to impart an Easter blessing. 
(It’s like the Jesuit joke: “Father, can I smoke a cigareƩe 
while I’m praying?” “No, but you can pray while you are 

smoking.”) Boyle Heights is one of Los Angeles’ most notable and historic Mexican-American communiƟes. So, how is 
it that this family is so involved in St. Therese Parish? This is their story. 
    Omar and Adriana were born in Zacatecas, Mexico, and were raised in Catholic homes. However, as young adults 

they both began to driŌ from the pracƟce of the Faith. Omar was in a band when he and Adriana first met at a rock 
concert. In 2002, they were civilly married. At that Ɵme, Adriana’s mother was living in Los Angeles, so Adriana and 
Omar decided to move there in 2006. They already had their first born, Uriel, who is now twenty-one. Since coming to 
L.A., three more children were added to the family: Joanna, 17, Ethan, 9, and Karla, 6. Uriel is about to graduate from 
Cal State LA with a degree in Computer InformaƟon Systems. The other three children do their schooling online at 
local public schools: East College Prep for Joanna and Second Street Elementary for Ethan and Karla. Availing 
themselves of occupaƟonal training schools, Omar is now a journeyman electrician, while Adriana is a licensed 
cosmetologist and estheƟcian.  
   When Adriana was unable to be a confirmaƟon sponsor for one of her nephews because she wasn’t married in the 

Church, she felt bad about the situaƟon and thus began preparing to have her marriage blessed in the Church. In 
2017, she and Omar were married at ResurrecƟon Church in Boyle Heights. Thus began a deepening of their Catholic 
faith. Then, Adriana learned about the LaƟn Mass at St. Therese and felt drawn to experience it. She was so moved at 
the reverence that the family began aƩending it regularly—at first a couple  Sundays a month and then every Sunday. 
As her faith deepened, Adriana decided to put her career to the side to raise their children in the Faith. The family 
decided to become parishioners at St. Therese just before Covid hit. The warm spirits of Fr. Godfrey, Fr. David, and Fr. 
Bernard helped them feel welcomed.  Fr. Thomas, who was the Pastor when they began aƩending, led them in their 
consecraƟon to Jesus through Mary. This deepened their faith and the family has really given itself to the Lord ever 
since. Fr. Thomas also helped with and supported the creaƟon of the Spanish Prayer Ministry at our church. Last May, 
this ministry hosted a Pentecost retreat. Out of her desire to make the AdoraƟon Chapel nice for the Lord, Adriana 
also began cleaning the chapel and creaƟng flower arrangements for it. 
   Later, Adriana became acquainted with Florence Goh, the head of our Religious EducaƟon Program. So now, she 

and her daughter, Joanna, are teaching catechism here at St. Therese. Adriana, Omar, and Uriel are also serving as 
Lectors. Uriel also programs the key cards for access to the AdoraƟon Chapel and volunteers to set up the technology 
for the teachers in Religious EducaƟon. As a family, they have helped to serve the St. Therese Community through 
events such as our movie nights and by creaƟng flower arrangements for special church events. Omar was a 
tremendous help in hanging the centennial banners that adorn the façade of the church. 
   This past March, Omar and Adriana aƩended a seminar about promoƟng vocaƟons at the parish level. Now, in their 

own household, their two oldest children are discerning their vocaƟons to religious life, while Ethan is looking to serve 
as an altar server, and Karla talks about becoming a Sister and having the family live in her monastery (ha, ha!). It is 
certainly true that the family that prays together stays together. The Guijarro Valle family, who are very close-knit in 
faith, are most welcome in St. Therese Parish!  

The Guijarro Valle Family is part of the rich 100-year history of St. Therese Parish.  

Let us all walk with St. Therese as we journey together in faith during this centennial year. 
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“Pastors must regard as one of their primary pastoral duties the faithful visitation of families to bring the message of Christ’s 
peace. They will thus obey the command of Christ to His disciples: ‘On entering any house, first say: ‘Peace to this 
house’ (Luke 10:5). Pastors and their assistants must, therefore, consider as a sacred trust the custom of an annual visit, 
particularly during the Easter season, to the families living in their parishes.” 
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Join this Pilgrimage to France—including visiting     
St. Therese’s Basilica and her home in Lisieux—
during our 100th St. Therese Parish Anniversary!   
 
Fr. David Guzman will serve as the chaplain for the 
pilgrimage’s twelve days (October 3rd to 14th, 
2024). As well as Lisieux, we will visit Dijon, 
Lourdes, Mont St. Michel, and other religious sites in 
France. This year’s 100th anniversary of the 
founding of St. Therese Parish connects with the 
2023 100th Anniversary of St. Therese’s 
Beatification and her 2025 100th Anniversary of 
Canonization.  

 

The package price for 12 days (from L.A. and back to L.A.) is $3,985—which includes round trip 
airfare, hotel accommodations, breakfast/lunch, and admission fees. Mass will be celebrated daily. 
Detailed flyers are available in the church!  

                   1106 East Alhambra Road                                          (626) 289-3364 
                   Alhambra, California 91801                   www.SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com 
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Jan 17, 1964: Jesus - “Through your prayers and sacrifices, it will blind Satan who wants to rule over families.” 
Nov 6-7, 1962: Mary - “Whenever someone does adoration in a spirit of atonement or visits the Blessed 
Sacrament, as long as it lasts, Satan loses his dominion on these souls. Blinded, he ceases to reign over 
souls.” 
Nov 22, 1962: Mary - “The participation in the Holy Mass is what helps the most to blind Satan.” 
Nov 30, 1962: Mary - “Throughout the day, you should offer me your daily chores for the glory of God. Such 
offering, made in a state of grace, also contributes to blind Satan.” 
Reference: “Building on Solid Rock” Flame of Love Retreats, Session 1, Part 2—https://flameoflove.us/building-
on-solid-rock/ 
Join the Cenacle: Two cenacle sessions are held every Monday in the Avila Room in the Parish Office building: 
One from Noon to 2:00 p.m., the other one from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. For more info, please contact Maru Lazatin 
at (626) 675-3080.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

To Blind Satan Through Prayer and Sacrifices: The principal purpose 
of the Flame of Love of the Blessed Virgin is to blind Satan. Each 
time you pray, invoking the Flame of Love for all humanity, Satan is 
blinded and loses his dominion over souls.  
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-AVILA YOUNG ADULT GROUP (Ages 21—39, singles/
couples): For more info, go to Avila Outreach on Facebook 
OR contact the Coordinator, Blake Taylor, at 
AvilaYoungAdults@gmail.com. 
-DETENTION MINISTRY: A program for those 21 and older to 
visit youth in the Juvenile Detention Center in L.A. To sign 
up or for more info, contact Tom Bleich at 
tombleich@mac.com 
-EnCOURAGE: Standing fully by the teachings of the Church, 
this group of faithful Catholic parents supports one another 
and their loved ones with same sex attraction, through 
discussion, prayer, fellowship, and sacrifice. Meets monthly 
within the LA Archdiocese with a chaplain in a safe 
confidential setting. For more info, contact your local 
c h a p t e r  ( E n C o u r a g e  f o r  p a r e n t s : 
EnCourage.LosAngeles@gmail.com; OR Courage LA for 
persons struggling with same sex attraction: 
CourageCA.LosAngeles@gmail.com.). 
-FIRST SATURDAYS DEVOTION: This group was formed, in 
response to Our Lady’s requests at Fatima, to honor and 
make reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Join us 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass every first Saturday of each month 
to pray the Rosary and meditate for 15 minutes. For any 
questions, please leave your contact information for Maria 
Alejandra at the parish offices. 
-FLAME OF LOVE: Learn about the Blessed Mother’s 
messages of grace to seer Elizabeth Kindelmann. Two 
cenacle sessions are available in the Avila Room every 
Monday—one from Noon to 2:00 p.m., the other one from 
5:00 to 6:45 p.m. The Flame of Love books are available for 
sale in the parish offices. If you have any questions, please 
contact Maru Lazatin at (626) 675-3080. 
-GPS (GPS-Guadalupe Pregnancy Services):  Assists mothers 
from “Pregnancy to Preschool" Phone/Text: (626) 238-
5476. 

 
 

--HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY: Teams of Lay people trained 
in Healing Ministry pray for your healing. Held at STC after 
the Monday evening Mass. TAlso available: private in-person 
sessions, phone sessions, outside events. For more info, 
send an email to: HpmStc1@gmail.com. 
-KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: A fraternal order of Catholic men 
(18 or over) looking to strengthen their faith through 
serving the Church and community. Call the Alhambra Grand 
Knight at (888) 869-3124. 
-LAY MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY: An international 
association of lay people—married and single—whose 
members—adhering to the Charism of the Missionaries of 
Charity—make private vows of Chastity, Poverty, Obedience, 
and wholehearted service to the poorest of the poor. Meets 
at STC every 3rd Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 
prays the Rosary daily at 6:00 p.m. (virtually and at STC). 
Contact Alejandra Gomeztagle at (626) 630-8760. 
-REPARATION TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS: A devotion 
for the purpose of making reparation to the Sacred Heart. It 
is held every Friday at 5:00 p.m. in the church. 
-ROSARY MAKERS: This group makes rosaries to be sent to 
Catholics in third-world countries. Sessions are held on 
Mondays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Avila Room of the 
Parish Offices. All are welcome to join! 
-SPANISH PRAYER GROUP: A Spanish prayer group within 
the community of St. Therese that unites in prayer for the 
purpose of serving God and the priests and families of St. 
Therese. The group also trains intercessors committed to 
serving St. Therese Church. Meets at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday 
evenings in the Parish Meeting Room. For more info, call 
Adriana Valle at (323) 448-5316. 
-ST. JOSEPH PRAYER GROUP: Meets in the church every 
Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. to pray for peace and justice issues 
in our community and around the world. For more info, call 
Lucy at (626) 281-3706. 

 



 

 

April 13—April 20, 2024 
Saturday Evening: 

5:00 p.m.: Anita Lim, INT 
Sunday 

*7:30 a.m.: Sr. Brenda Marie, OCD, INT 
7:30 a.m.: Goh & Cheah Families, INT 
9:00 a.m.: Thelma Piol, Birthday INT 

11 am: Fermin G. De Jesus, RIP 
 1:00 p.m. (LaƟn): Christopher Huling, RIP 

5:00 p.m.: Rommel Protacio Karunungan, RIP 
Monday: 

6:00 a.m.: Robert Earl Jeffers, INT 
*7:30 a.m.: Carlos Johnson, Birthday INT 

8:00 a.m.: Edward Morales, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Wang-Shih Lin, RIP 

Tuesday 
   6:00 a.m.: Engracia Vales, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Mother Maria, OCD, INT 
8:00 a.m.: Engracia Vales, RIP 
7:15 p.m.: Kay Fitzpatrick, RIP 

Wednesday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Carter & Fullenkamp Families, INT 

*7:30 a.m.: Steven Jay Smuckler, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Rachelle Ailene Siy, INT 

Thursday 
 6:00 a.m.: John Li, RIP 

*7:30 a.m.: Peter Barry Clines, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Aurora Olivarez, Relatores, RIP 

Friday: 
 6:00 a.m.: Clara Rebancos, RIP  

*7:30 a.m.: Peter Barry Clines, RIP 
8:00 a.m.: Michael Locasio, RIP 

Saturday (Morning): 
 *7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Nuns’ Community INT 

8:00 a.m.: Luis Humberto Morejon, RIP 
 
 
 

*Held at the Cloistered Carmelite 
Chapel (located at 215 East Alhambra 

Road, Alhambra).  
 
 
 

Open to the public except on 
Sundays and holidays.  
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TONIGHT, SUNDAY, APRIL 14, AT 7:30 PM: World-
famous classical musician Jordi Savall and his 
ensemble, Hespèrion XXI, will be at St. Andrew’s 
Church in Pasadena for the only SoCal stop of their 
9-City U.S. tour, in a program titled "Le Nuove 
Musiche: The Baroque revolution in Europe (1550-
1650)." Experience the inventiveness of the early 
Baroque, including works by Frescobaldi, 
Kapsberger, de' Cavalieri, Falconiero, and more! 
Tickets can be purchased online or at the door. For 
more info and to purchase tickets, go to 
saintandrewpasadena.org/concerts. $40.00 rush 
student tickets available! Free parking! 
 
THREE-DAY SILENT RETREAT FOR WOMEN (APRIL 19
-21): Hosted by the Legionaries of Christ and the 
Sacred Heart Retreat House in Alhambra, this retreat 
focuses on the Gospels and the Spiritual Exercises of 
St Ignatius of Loyola, opening the soul to the 
transforming power of grace. There are conferences 
led by Retreat Master Fr. John Hopkins, LC, as well 
as adoration, private reflection, Mass, and 
opportunities for confession and spiritual direction. 
Sign up at www.rb.gy/28jgcy or call the Retreat 
House at (626) 289-1353.  ONLY 12 SPOTS LEFT! 
 
OUR LADY OF CHAMPION (approved Apparition) 
PILGRIMAGE with Saint Therese Parish’s Father David: 
Join Fr. David Guzman, O.C.D., to visit Shrines of 
Wisconsin, AUGUST 10-16, 2024. This is a Spiritual 
Retreat Pilgrimage including visits to Our Lady of 
Champion Shrine and our Carmelite Holy Hill 
Basilica. Two additional groups flying out of San 
Francisco and Tucson will be joining us on this 
fabulous journey. The Per Person/Double Occupancy 
total rate is $2348 (from LAX). We will visit various 
Shrines of Our Lady, Holy Hill Basilica, and the 
Carmelite Nuns Cloister in Denmark, WI. Pick up a 
Pilgrimage Flyer for more information.       
 
CARMELITE PILGRIMAGE TO FRENCH CANADA:          
St. Joseph Oratory, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, St. Anne 
Beaupre, Cathedral -Basilica of Notre-Dame, and 
more... August 23-30, 2024. LAX to Montreal, Cost: 
$3250 Double occupancy ($150 off for early bird 
discount by April 15th). For more information 
contact: Louisa Day (323)360-5186 Or go to: 
www.sacredhearttours.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
+ Maria Salinas 

(Funeral Mass on April 19 at 10:30 a.m.) 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES: 
 
 
 

Our livestreaming service is back! We 
livestream the daily 8:00 a.m. Mass and 
the homilies at the Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
and the Monday 7:15 evening Masses.  

“Tune in”! 
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